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ujarat has produced many
thinkers and one of the most
significant among them was
KM Munshi. The legendary food
and agriculture minister had deliv-
ered a lecture to the governing coun-
cil of ICAR way back in 1953, titled,
‘The Gospel of Dirty Hand’, in
which he tried to link soil with soul.

Sadly, Munshi’s efforts seem to
have been in vain. For how much do
we really care for the quality of soil
or water or air in Gujarat? Soil does
not have a vote, but it can vote
through feedback effect in our lives.
The need for practising the Gandhi-
an spirit of working with one’s own
hands and mind, narrowing the gap
between menial and mental, was
something close to his heart.

But a look at the national employ-
ment programme shows how the
poor are supposed to have only hands
and mouth, but no brains. ‘Work’ is
defined only as someone breaking
stones or doing some such low-value
adding activity Why should Gujarat
not herald a new model of employ-
ment generation by using brain pow-
er of the knowledge-rich?

Gujarat is capable of making ma-
jor strides in knowledge economy
and management but political lead-
ers seem oblivious to the potential
that society has.

Let me talk about an issue which
is close to my heart — the creative
and innovative face of Gujarat
which does not seem to have figured
in the ‘chintan baithaks’ so far. The
extent of creativity
can be gauged by
the fact that three
Gujarati farmers
and artisans have
got US patents in
the last three years.
GIAN (Grassroots In-
novation Augmentation
Network) and SRISTI
(Society for Research
and Initiatives for 2
Sustainable Technologies and Insti-
tutions) with the help of National
Innovation Foundation (NIF) have
licensed large number of technolo-
gies to small-scale entrepreneurs.

What is remarkable about these
technology transfers is that almost
in all the cases where technology
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transfer was done, the innovations
were easy to copy, not patented in In-
dia and thus nothing could have been
done legally if the entrepreneurs
had chosen to copy without payment.
But Gujarat has shown that
among small entrepreneurs a new
ethics is evident which demon-
strates tremendous respect for the
knowledge rights of poor innova-
tors. This model has now spread
to the rest of the
country too.
Gujarat has
contributed al-
most 20 per cent
of the more than
50,000 innovations
and traditional knowledge
examples pooled by
NIF from over 450
districts of the coun-
try
I have no doubt that Gujarat of
the future will overcome divisive
tendencies among a few and in the
true sense of creative, collaborative
and compassionate traditions, pro-
vide a new inclusive development
model for the country.

It has to. That is the legacy of Gu-
jarat and it has no choice but to carry
the legacy forward. SRISTI and [IM-A
have scouted more than 200 centurion
women. They will ensure that we suc-
ceed in conserving our precious
knowledge-base which is under great
threat of erosion and build upon it,
blend it with modern science and
technology and transform the lives of
common people in our lifetime.

The third Traditional Food Festi-
val held at IIM-A demonstrated the -
potential for creating a market de-
mand for rich crops grown by the
poor in poor socio-ecological re-
gions. Once the rich realise the
health benefits of poor man’s crops,
the conservation of diversity will
become not only feasible but also in-
evitable. Diversity of food, culture
and social structures is the true
strength of Gujarat and we have to
make it the most distinctive edge of
our future growth and development.

(The author is professor of entre-
preneurship, IIM-Ahmedabad and
executive vice-chair, National
Innovation Foundation)
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Ahmedabad: They may not
be highly educated, but they
sure know to harness their
creativity Class X passout
Shiva Prasad’s working mod-
el of a remote-controlled
submarine or Susheelan’s
ordinary wall clock doubling
up as a water level indicator
show how even the most re-
mote areas can generate true
innovators.

Prasad and Susheelan are
among the newly scouted in-
novators of recently con-
cluded 16th Shodh Yatra, or-
ganised by National Innova-
tion Foundation (NIF). The
week-long journey in Idduki
district of Kerala brought to
front 20 innovations like the
electro-thermal cardamom
drier, a high breed variety of
cardamom which can also a

Anil Gupta explains some of
the innovations.

natural pesticide. Some of
the innovators have over-
powered their disadvan-
tages to become self depend-
ent. Biju Sebastian took his
physical disability as a chal-
lenge and developed a Rs
5,000 mechanical device that
can be fitted on the gear of a

vehicle. Biju Varghese lost
his legs in an accident. But,
now with the help of hand
operated mechanism, he can
easily drive a car. v

“They do not need sympa-
thy. I am sure that from all
these innovations, at least
nine or ten will be able to get
a patent certificate,” said
Prof Anil Gupta, Indian In-
stitute of Management-
Ahmedabad and executive
vice-chairperson, NIFE.

Till date, NIF has received
around 51,000 entries for
new technologies and tradi-
tional knowledge practices.
Of these three got patented
in the US and one in India.

Junagadh’s Amritlal
Bhavnadas Agrawat’s
Aruni’, three and four-

wheeled bullock carts have
recently been patented. Un-
like the traditional two-

wheeled bullock cart, Aruni
takes the load of the bull's
shoulders thereby increas-
ing its work power.

Apart from renovating ex-
isting tools and equipment
to suit local needs, Agrawat
has also been working with
farmers in Saurashtra for
the last six years. “I am hap-
py the efforts have reduced
the use of chemicals in agri-
culture by 50 per cent in the
area,” said Agrawat.

“These yatras not only
help in sharing of grass-
roots technology in the
country, teaching children
importance of biodiversity
and traditional knowledge,
but we also get to know won-
derful home remedies and
medicines,” said Gupta. The
next Shodh Yatra is sched-
uled to travel in parts of
Orissa in May this year.





